Comtesse Thérèse

Half Acre Vineyard Rental – Renter to Provide Hand Labor
FACT SHEET

As of 10/31/09

1. Location: Union Avenue, Aquebogue, just east of Riverhead.  On a side road between Main Road/Route 25 and Sound Avenue/Route 48.

2. Price: $3,500 for the entire season for a half acre.  
3. Labor: Renter is responsible for all hand labor.  Expectation is that renter is somewhat knowledgeable about grape growing, does his/her own research, performs necessary tasks in a timely fashion, and keeps the property in good shape.  Owner can provide advice and guidance. 
4. Types of Vineyard Work to be done by Renter:

The work to be done by the renter involves hand labor. 
April – fine-tuning of winter pruning, tying down canes to the wires

May – shoot thinning

June –tying and positioning shoots within catchwires

July –cluster thinning, shoot positioning and/or trimming

August – potentially assist with putting bird nets on

September – miscellaneous

October – harvest 

5. Frequency of Labor: Expect to come out and work once per week, or at least once every two weeks.  There are always jobs to be done, starting from April through October.  

6. If Renter cannot do the Required Work:

It is the intention in this arrangement that the renter take responsibility for the necessary hand labor on the rented parcel. On an occasional basis or for certain specific tasks, an arrangement can be made with the owner, for the owner to provide certain services. As an example, the renter may be on vacation for 3 straight weeks and therefore not be able to do a specific task, and may ask the owner to perform the task in his/her absence. 

7. Vineyard Work to be done by Owner:

Owner is responsible for the following, including all materials, equipment and labor:  All spraying, including fungicides as well as foliar fertilizers; mowing and weed control; installing and removing bird netting; winter pruning (December – March). 
8. Grape Harvest: All grapes harvested will belong to the renter.  Expect to harvest 1 to 1.5 tons of grapes from a half acre, probably enough for 2-3 barrels of wine or about 50-75 cases.  It is believed that this quantity is within home winemaking limits, with no need for any NY state liquor licenses.  This wine would be for home consumption; wine cannot be sold without a liquor license.  Alternatively, renter may sell the grapes to the owner or others at the prevailing market prices (about $2,000/ton).

9. Processing the Grapes:  Renters are encouraged to make their own arrangements for crushing grapes and making wine.  
It is possible that an arrangement can be made to process renter’s grapes along with the owner’s grapes at Premium Wine Group (PWG) in Mattituck.  This would be subject to a separate arrangement.  
10. Exact Location of Plot:  To be determined upon discussion.  Several choices are available, in merlot and cabernet sauvignon.  For example it may be rows A-G on vineyard #1, or rows M-R on vineyard #2, depending on length of row.  Some stand-alone areas may be available, for example a separate 0.8 acre plot (rental to be adjusted accordingly).

Contact information:

Theresa (Tree)Dilworth

Owner, Comtesse Thérèse

P.O. Box 2799, Union Avenue

Aquebogue, NY 11931

Office phone:  914-249-4193

Email:  tree_dilworth@mastercard.com
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